Congratulations to our class of 2022!

27 MAY 2022

Graduation Season In Lucan Community College
What an exciting week it has been for our Transition Year students and our Leaving Certificate
Students! The week started off with the traditional final breakfast for our sixth year students on
Monday morning. Transition Year graduation took place on Tuesday night followed by the sixth
year graduation on Wednesday night. We hope to give you a flavour of the events here.

6th Year Breakfast
It was a feat of organisation that any hotel would have been
proud of – prepare breakfast for almost 150 hungry
teenagers!
As the students met in the Millennium Garden for the last
time the team of tutors – Ms. Hackett, Ms. Quirke, Mr.
Banagan, Mr. McAnerin, Ms. Murphy and Ms. Feeney
worked alongside Deputy Principal Ms. Brady to decorate
the dining hall and ensure everything was ready on time.
Once the students filed in and sat down the eating began in earnest! Stories were swapped
amid the mouthfuls of food. Students tucked into the fresh fruit, sausage and rasher rolls and
mini pastries. There was also a selection of yogurts and juices on offer. Teachers popped in to
say hello – or goodbye! – and to wish the students well in their exams and into the future. Sixth
year head Mr. O’Connor was unable to attend in person but joined in on TEAMS to extend his
best wishes to the students.
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The breakfast also provided an opportunity for some awards to be presented – Awards were
given to students who took part in the Badminton Blitz and certificates were given in
recognition of students who took part in the Concern Debates. Other students received
certificates for furthering the work of Diversity in our school.

This tradition is a lovely way to mark the end of their time in school for our students and
epitomizes the relationship of mutual respect between students and staff that is very much a
feature of Lucan Community College. Long may this tradition last!
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Transition Year Graduation
The Transition Year Graduation on Tuesday night was a great celebration of a great year for our
students. The theme of the year for Transition Year 2021-2022 was “Connected” – what an
important theme in today’s world.
Students celebrated the great opportunities they have had over the past year and relived the
memories that they will cherish long after they have left Lucan CC.
Opening the ceremony, the Transition Year Coordinator Ms. Higgins formally introduced each
class group with their tutor.
The MC’s for evening were Princess Tientcheu Diep and Shane Stokes – what a wonderful job
they did.
Isaac Kenny played Eric Clapton’s “Change the World” on guitar. This provided a very apt
background to the “Lighting the Candle” ceremony.
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The first part of the event gave us a reprise of some of the great events of Transition Year.
Jessica Verna, Millie Morrison, Aaron Cronin, Sarah Kate Winders, Saoirse Balfe and Darragh
O’Toole recalled some of the workshops and trips that Transition Year students enjoyed during
the year. We heard about Teamworks; the visit to Causey farm when students got a taste of the
reality of farm life; how students learned about teamwork in the “Develop Me” workshop. It
was great to hear how some students got to touch and feel the reptiles at the Reptile
Workshop and how the German Exchange was able to continue its long tradition (albeit
virtually).
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The Transition Year musical was a culmination of great effort and teamwork from all involved.
Alice Bell and Cian Tuohy gave a lovely rendition of “Suddenly Seymour”, one of the songs from
the Transition Year Musical “Little Shop of Horrors” before the second part of the night got
underway.
We heard about some more of the great experiences of the year – Soar, Forensics Workshop,
Gaisce, Global Citizenship, Rafting and Enterprise. Thanks to Sean Jackson, Emma O’Donnell,
Ruby Crocker-Dunne, Japneet Johal, Sean Kearney and Robert Keher for giving us such an
insight into these activities.
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Kacper Banaszczyk worked with Amelia Mc Namee and Luke Concannon to put together a
wonderful Slideshow Presentation portraying some of the magical moments of the year. Ms.
Higgins and Mr. Grimes called on the nominees from each class for student of the year before
awards were given across a range of extra-curricular and academic areas. Each student was
presented with his/her individual folder for the year before the overall Student of Transition
Year was announced – Congratulations to Robert Keher.
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It was lovely to hear our school principal, Ms. Birnie address the
students and remind them of the importance of knowing when to ask
for help. She also drew our attention to the wonderful piece of artwork
that Ms. McKeever worked on with students. This work illustrates the
theme of the year – Connected. Once Ms. Birnie had thanked those
who had been involved with our Transition Year students it was time
for students Phargavi Shyam Sundar and Eabha Lillis to thank
Transition Year Coordinator, Ms. Higgins and Year Head, Mr. Grimes.
The evening came to a wonderful close when the entire cast of “Little
Shop of Horrors” took to the stage for one last time.
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Sixth Year Graduation
What a wonderful event for our Leaving
Certificate students, their families and the
entire school community last Wednesday
night!
The audience got a glimpse into the life of
our students over the last six years as they
watched a slideshow of pictures taken over
the years. Then it was time for Mr.
O’Connor to introduce each student as the
classes came in with their tutors. Yasmin
Aminou and Desmond Omosigho were our
MC’s for the night. The theme of the night
was “You Can go Anywhere from Here” and
this was reflected in the beautiful artwork
painted by students working with Ms.
McKeever.

The beautiful artwork by the 6th year Art students based on the theme of the night.
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Students gathered in their tutor groups for the last time ahead of the Graduation
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During the Reflection section of the ceremony students read poetry and brought up some
reminders of their time in Lucan Community College – from books and folders to the very
necessary mobile phone! A lovely piece of instrumental music accompanied the lighting of the
class candles.
There was great excitement and moments of laughter as we were treated to two slideshows
reminding students of their Junior and senior years in the school .
The ceremony continued with the presentation of academic and extra-curricular awards to
students.
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The Awards were followed by a performance of “Slipping Through My Fingers” from the
Mamma Mia Soundtrack.
Ms. Birnie, our school Principal then addressed the students and audience. At the outset of her
address Ms. Birnie introduced a new award. For the first time, this year we were asked to
choose a student who demonstrates an understanding of and promotes our Lucan Community
College core values – who represents the Spirit of DDLETB. The Spirit of DDLETB award was
awarded to Yasmin Aminou! Ms. Birnie went on to congratulate and thank all who had been
involved in organising the Graduation event. She reminded the students that they are all named
after leaders from the 1916 period of Irish history. “People who stood up and campaigned for
what they believed was right, people who held strong beliefs and found ways to raise issues in a
wider context”. She expressed the hope that the students will find ways to build on what they
have learned with us. Ms Birnie concluded by wishing the students well as they set their hearts
on “boarding that train and heading off to your future”.
After Ms. Birnie’s address, each student was presented with his/her Folder containing a copy of
the Year Book and an individual reference.
The students made presentations to the Tutor team and presented a gift of a beautiful Cherry
Blossom tree as a legacy gift to the school.
The Sixth Year Student of the Year Nominations were announced. Congratulations to Cristina
Houlihan who was awarded Sixth Year Student of the Year and to Yasmin Aminou who was
awarded Overall student of the College.
All that remained was for our hosts Yasmin and Des and Year Head Mr. O’Connor to give their
final addresses. Mr. O’Connor embraced the theme of the night – “You Can Go Anywhere From
Here” as he addressed the students and audience. He told the students that they would soon
be “stepping off the LCC train on which you have journeyed for the last 6 years”. He made
reference to the images of the train and the signpost that formed part of the backdrop to the
ceremony – reminding students of the many ways they may travel on life’s journey and indeed
some may have to change direction along the way. His advice was: “If you find you're on the
wrong track, don’t be afraid to change and if you are confused don’t be afraid to ask for
direction from others along the way.” Mr. O’Connor concluded by thanking all who had been
involved with the students over the years and wishing the students all the best on their journey.
The ceremony ended to the appropriate music “Time of Our Life”.
We wish all our Leaving Certificate students well in their exams and in their future.
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