
 

Tel: 01 837 3789   ●   Fax: 01 837 8997   ●   Email: info@erc.ie   ●   Web: http://www.erc.ie 

 

EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH CENTRE* 
ST PATRICK’S COLLEGE CAMPUS, DUBLIN D09 DY00  

 

 

 

Pilot Study for New Drumcondra Test– October 2017  

 

Dear Parent,  

 

Your child’s school has agreed to participate in a pilot study linked to the development of a 

new computer-based standardised test of reading literacy, and your child’s First year class has 

been selected to take part. The new test, which is supported by the Department of Education 

and Skills, is intended to replace an existing test, which was developed some years ago. The 

pilot study is designed to see if reading passages and questions are suitable to include in the 

new standardised tests. A standardisation study, in which the new test will be administered to 

a nationally-representative sample of schools and pupils, will take place in April 2018. For 

the pilot study, testing time is about 70 minutes.  

 

Pupil names are needed to allow the Educational Research Centre to assign tests (and 

passwords) to pupils, and subsequently to provide results to schools. Schools themselves will 

decide if they want to remove or to retain identification information on the system after the 

pilot study (e.g., to facilitate future testing). In any event, all personal data are encrypted, 

stored on a secure server, behind a firewall, and are password-protected.  

 

Data from the pilot study will not be used for any purpose other than determining the 

suitability of questions for inclusion in later versions of the new test, and providing some 

provisional feedback to participating schools. 

 

In you have concerns about the participation of your child in testing, please contact your 

child’s year head. If you have any queries about the storage and processing of data by the 

Educational Research Centre, please contact me at 01-8065227.    

  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 
Gerry Shiel  

Researcher  

01-8065227 

 
*The Educational Research Centre is a statutory body established under Section 54 of the Education 

Act (1998). 
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