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Principal's message 
 
It's so hard to believe that we have reached the end of the 2020/21 
school year. When I look back to last August I remember the 
challenging weeks of getting the school ready for physically distanced 
classrooms - tidying the clutter, removing extra desks and chairs, 
ordering PPE, online instructions provided for staff, students and 
parents for a safe return to school, etc. But the over-riding memory of 
those first days when our students returned is the joy and happiness 
that greeted us at the school gate and classroom doors as our students 
came back after the period of school closure. While we had managed the remote learning as 
well as possible at the end of the 2019/20 term, it was clear that being back together as a 
school community was good for the spirit, the heart and the mind. We experienced this again 
after our school closure from January to April but certainly had learned from our previous 
experience and had excellent engagement in online classes. 
 
Throughout the last school year our school community has stepped up to the challenges faced 
and individual students, staff and parents have gone out of their way to support and help 
others and to add to the resilience of the whole school community. Aontas/Unity is not just 
our school motto - Aontas is how we survived this last year. Kindness and caring shone 
through and the leadership roles of Year Heads, tutors, SNAs, guidance counsellors, course 
coordinators and others adapted to on-line or in-person student support as needed. Our 
administrative, housekeeping and caretaking teams kept the show on the road and dealt with 
an additional layer of work as a result of the pandemic. 
 
It's impossible to put into words the gratitude I have as school Principal for each individual 
contribution to the year that we have lived, but I know that I speak on behalf of our patrons 
Dublin and Dun Laoghaire Education and Training Board and our Board of Management when 
I say Míle Buíochas to each and every student, parent/guardian and staff member for the 
dedication, hard work and adaptability that you brought to your role this year. We have faced 
many challenges but together we have grown stronger. 
 
 
Good luck to our 6th years in the Leaving Certificate and LCA examinations - we hope to see 
you in August on results day! All other year groups and incoming 1st years will receive reports, 

http://www.lucancc.ie/
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book lists, uniform and calendar in mid-June. Return dates after Summer begin with 1st years 
starting on 30th August with other years following throughout the week. 
I hope that you enjoy this newsletter with clips of some of the highlights of the year - definitely 
one to keep in the memory box for the future. A big thank you to all of the teachers for their 
newsletter/twitter/website contributions over the last year and to Jason Carey for 
coordinating our media presence. 
 
Have a wonderful, long, sunny, restful, safe and healthy Summer holiday. We made it!! See 
you next year! 
 
Diane Birnie 
 

The Irish Times meets Lucan CC 

A massive thank you to all staff members and 6th year 

students who were involved in the Irish Times interview 

and video article, recorded over a four-hour period on 

19/05/21. These include Diane Birnie, Grainne Malone, 

Jason Carey, Elaine Brady, John Grimes, Una Howley, 

Marion Freeman and Emma Geraghty with Stephen 

Brett, Andrew Purcell working behind the scenes to 

keep things running smoothly.  Thanks, were expressed to the wider DDLETB support teams 

that have worked closely with us during the last year and in particular to the Digital Support 

Team led by Sam Conroy. A special thanks to the Prefect Team, mentioned in the article and 

to the students who took part in the SPHE class that was described.  The mini life stories of 

our students are wonderful, and their quotes do your heart good. Their maturity and positive 

outlook on events of the past 18 months were 

reassuring to hear and their display of resilience and 

confidence was positively commented on 

throughout the morning by the IT educational 

editor, Carl O’Brien and videographer Enda O’Dowd. 

The video piece highlights an SPHE resilience class 

designed by Emma Geraghty and co-presented with 

Marion Freeman. This content has also been 

adapted and presented to 1st year students as part 

of our whole school approach to student pastoral 

care, health and wellbeing – ‘Aontas’.  

“We’ve faced so many hurdles since March 2020. It shows that things will be 

thrown at you in life and you can overcome them. There will be difficult days. But 

you can get through them . . . if you can survive the last year, you can survive 

anything . . . and better days are to come.” 

 Lucy Horrigan LCC 6th year (Irish Times article 24/05/21) 

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/education/how-coronavirus-has-shaped-this-year-s-leaving-cert-students-1.4572937 
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1st year news 

Congratulations to all our wonderful First Year students who have completed year 

one of their six years in Lucan Community College. On behalf of all your teachers, it has 

been a pleasure teaching and working with you all. You have completed your exams at 

this stage and your report will arrive in your homes in June. Be proud of your 

achievements but also reflect and work on any areas that need attention.   

You will be starting second year in September and we are confident that you will be 
mature young people and continue to be respectful and well mannered. Remember to get 
all your books, copies and equipment ready for when we start back next term.  
You completed a workshop on Resilience. Remember you are not alone. Always ask for 
help/support. You have got this. Never give up because great things take time. Thanks to 
Ms. Geraghty for all her wonderful energy and guidance during this workshop. As I always 
say to you, be kind, it does not cost a penny to be kind to each other. You are all wonderful 
individuals.   
   
Remember – CLARKS – Confidence, Learning, Awareness, Resilience, Kindness and Self 
Care.  
Students enjoyed the fun activities with ‘Team 
Works’ on Tuesday 25th May. Enjoy your class quiz 
with your Gluais students.  
On behalf of the First Year Team, have a great 
Summer. Relax and take it easy and get plenty of rest 
as next year will be a busy year.   
Colette Clarke & First Year Team.

 

 

Soccer Award  

After winning the U15 Interprovincial tournament in 

November 2019 with the Leinster Schools panel I was 

chosen as one of 32 girls nationwide to attend a 

series of trials at the FAI's headquarters in 

Abbotstown. It was an intense process, trials were 

held every second Saturday with players being cut 

each session. In late January of 2020, I played a final 

trial which was a match against the U17 WNL 

Champions, Galway WFC. I felt that I had played well 

but still I waited anxiously to find out whether I had mad the final International panel of 18. I 

remember the day my dad received the phone call from the manager. It was a surreal moment 

and I was absolutely delighted. We were preparing for the Bob Docherty Tournament which 
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was to be held in England, in April. However, due to the outbreak of coronavirus my first and 

only international cap to date was against England in the John Read Trophy match on Saturday 

the 11th of March in Abbotstown. Although I was disappointed that we had lost 2-1, it was an 

incredible experience and such an honour to represent my country, my school, my club 

Peamount United, my family and my friends. By Aoibhe 

 
PE news 
 
The PE Team set an engaging and interactive PE Lockdown 
Challenge during remote learning. We had a terrific 
uptake and some great prizes were also up for grabs! Well 
done to all those students who got involved during a 
difficult time, we hope you enjoyed taking part in them. 
Our overall winner was 1st year Emma Martin from Class 
Rowan. What an amazing set of skills she demonstrated. 
You put in a great effort. Emma won a Fitbit as overall 
winner and the following students won a "one for all 
voucher", along with a Certificate.  
1st Years: John Mc Andrew, Jack Power, Riain Murphy  
2nd Years: Amy Wade, Sam Baker, Aoife Hannon 
3rd Years: Sarah Winders, Matthew Fitzgerald 

 
A special thank you to our wonderful PA Team who kindly 
sponsored these prizes.  
As part of our TY leisure pursuits programme 60 students took 
[part in a 6 week martial arts course. All students received a 
recognised certificate in self-defence. The students 
showcased fantastic new skills and thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience. A special thanks to Liam for giving the course. 
Well done to all the students Ms. Geraghty and PE Team. 
 

 
 
3rd Year Message from the Year Head 
Students it’s hard to believe that you are approaching the end of your Junior Cycle. I’d like to 

compliment you on your work throughout the three years. School life has been quite 

challenging during the past fourteen months. Coping with Covid-19 rules and regulation is 

difficult however you were up to the challenge and adjusted well to online learning, mask-

wearing, sanitizing, satellite rooms etc. As you know you don’t have to sit the Junior Cycle 

exams this year. You will receive a school report based on your Summer exams, continuous 
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assessment, and project work. You will also receive a Profile of Achievement from the school 

along with a Junior Cycle Certificate of Completion from the Department of Education. 

In September you will be starting Transition Year/Leaving Cert Applied so in advance of that 

please make sure to organize your work experience. Students doing Transition Year must also 

organize voluntary community work.  

I look forward to your enthusiastic participation in Transition Year and Leaving Cert Applied 

and I wish you all an enjoyable and safe summer. 

J.Grimes 

 

Well done to TY 
students  Keelah Sisk, 
Clodagh McDonnell & 
Jessica Power for their 
wonderful presentation via 
Zoom to An Taisce on their 
fantastic 'Air Quality in 
Lucan' project. Interesting 
data on how the pandemic 
has improved our air 
quality in Lucan! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art News (Ms. Byrne) Eabha McNally receiving first prize 

certificate from Mental Health Ireland after winning first place 

overall in the Junior Cycle category of national open competition 

2021. Congratulations again Eabha! 

 

Transition Years have worked hard throughout the year on many 

projects, from creating artwork inspired by the Book of Kells, to 

painting their own work on canvas in the style of Impressionism 

(painting below by Luka Abulidze). They worked hard and 

created some lovely work. 
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Ms. Byrne's Art class are busy finishing a large 

artwork inspired by 

contemporary artists and 

reflective of their own 

experience of school this 

year. Excited to see the final 

painting!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Cycle geography club 

Here's some examples of fun activities from 
our junior cycle Geography club. Students 
made geographical fortune tellers and played 
geographical quizzes and hangman thanks to 
Ms. Flanagan. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Here are  a selection of the wonderful tapestries and baking produced by some of our 2nd 
Year Home Economics students. Its worth displaying the wonderful new skills that they have 
learned.   
                                                                                    Home Economics Department  
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During lockdown, Ms. Hurley’s first and second 
year English groups sent through photos and videos 
of their animals for a virtual animal show.  Here are 
just some of the fabulous furry friends that took 
part!  
Thanks, 
 
Ms.Hurley 
  

 

 

 

 

Teaching and Learning. 

The teachers in Lucan CC held six meetings this year in various Teaching and Learning 

Groups. It was a great opportunity for teachers to collaborate and share good practice 

especially as we faced a more challenging learning environment this year. 

Teachers were involved in Blended Learning; Techniques for the Classroom, Utilising 

Technology for T4 Subjects, Flipped Classroom, Magenta Principles; Active Student 

Engagement in the Classroom and Universal Design for Learning, to name but a few of the 

T&L groups. 

Teachers in Lucan CC always have the best interests of their students at the forefront of 

their teaching, and this was no different this year despite the move to remote teaching for 

part of the year. It is always our primary focus to keep our students active and engaged in 

a well-supported learning environment. We will continue with these T&L groups next year 

and even have some new and creative T&L groups planned as we continue in our 

endeavours to support each other and give our students the best learning experience the 

teachers of Lucan CC can offer. A special thanks to Ms. Gallagher for her leadership in this 

area. 
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Microsoft Specialists 

"Well done to the TY students in Mr 

Coogan and Ms McCarthy's classes, 

who achieved their Microsoft 

Specialist certificates in the areas of 

word/powerpoint/excel. A lot of hard 

work was involved, so well 

deserved!" 

Kay McCarthy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gaisce Awards  

This year 24 students in Transition Year chose to participate in 

the Gaisce Bronze Award. The English translation for ‘Gaisce’ is 

Achievement and Gaisce is the President’s Award that people 

can achieve through completing 3 areas of skills. The 3 areas of 

skills are community involvement, personal skills and a physical 

recreational activity. Some examples of skills people did were 

volunteer work, various sports activities and cooking. Due to 

Covid-19, a lot of people had to change their skills to coincide 

with the Covid guidelines which made Gaisce challenging to 

complete. Some examples of skills people chose to do because 

of this are Duolingo, litter picking and home workouts. This was 

a momentous way to celebrate the 35-year anniversary of Gaisce. It certainly was a year to 

remember. Each student who successfully completes each of their skills receives a certificate 

and a medal for their hard work. Our current Transition Year Gaisce participants are looking 

forward to receiving these at their graduation. Gaisce students say it was a great experience 

to practice different skills and that they highly recommend doing Gaisce if you can! By: Megan 

Flanagan & Niamh McClelland 
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To celebrate National Poetry Day, Ms. Hurley asked students 
what their favourite poem is and why they love it. With over 
250 responses, there were so many wonderful poems shared 
from Pablo Neruda to Robert Frost, Sylvia Plath to Seamus 
Heaney. 
  
The overwhelming favourite poem is “I Wandered Lonely As 
a Cloud” by William Wordsworth. Students loved the 
imagery and the message of the poem: no matter how busy 
our daily lives become, we can find joy by taking a moment 
to appreciate the beauty of nature. 
  
  
 

 

Well-Being Round-Up 

We kicked off our Christmas term at Lucan CC 

with a Christmas Door Competition. All year 

groups participated and created some lovely 

doors of their base tutor class. This really brought the school to life and gave everyone 

something fun to do and work as a team to come up with the best creation they could. It was 

so difficult selecting the winners as there was so many stand out doors. 
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Christmas 

Door 

Competition 

Winners from 

3rd year - Class 

Lir and Class 

Setanta-Well 

done! 

 

 

 

 

Extra-Curricular Timetable 

Lucan CC were delighted to announce that their Extra-

curricular Programme got back up and running in 

November. Thank you to staff for their contribution and 

for the wide selection of activities that were on offer for 

our students. 

Self-Care Challenge 

Lucan CC in January launched 

their own Student Self-Care 

Challenge so that all students 

could look after their well-

being. Students were 

encouraged to participate in 

different activities during their SPHE classes online. 

 

 



11 
 

Remote Extra-Curricular 

Timetable 

Lucan CC launched their 

online programme in 

March for all students. 

There was a great range of 

club/activities for all year 

groups to get involved in 

 

 

 

 

Well-Being week 

Lucan CC Well-being week took place Monday 19th April 2021. Lots of activities were 

organised for the week for both students and staff at the school. Everyone was 

encouraged to get involved. It was lovely to see our students enjoy all the activities 

on offer this week at Lucan Community College. Thank you to all those teachers 

who ran clubs and activities.  
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Well-being Week Timetable 

 

 
Staff Table-Tennis Competition:  
Congratulations to Mr. Brennan to won the competition.  
 

Boxercise 

Lunchtime activity for well-being week 

 

 

Lucan CC Heroes 

Everyone thoroughly enjoyed nominating Lucan CC 

Hero’s. Below is a taste of some of the nominations  
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Skipathon Disco Fundraiser 

All students participated in a skipathon 

disco in their PE classes during well-

being week. There was also a non-

uniform day Friday 23rd April. It was a 

very 

worthy cause that we were thrilled everyone 

got behind. Total raised for Pieta House was 
€1,255.43. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amber Flag 

 

 

 
Lucan CC applied for the Amber Flag. We are a 
group of teachers and students who are 
passionate about the promotion of positive 
mental health and well-being in our school. 
Our goal was to achieve Amber Flag status this 
year. This Pieta Amber Flag initiative enables 
schools across the country to raise awareness 
of the stigmas which exist in school 

communities, and the stresses on the mental and emotional well-being of those within them. 



14 
 

 
The committee consists of teachers and 2 students from each year group. Our committee 

consisted of Mrs. Brooks, Ms. Dowling, Ruby Crocker-Dunne, Kayleigh Kilduff-Fox, 

Caroline Loftus, Lara Peyton, Athena Velea, Lauren McCarthy, Aoife Breen, Cillian 

Murphy. Congratulations Lucan CC on achieving the Amber Flag Award. A great 

accomplishment & we look forward to flying the flag at the school. A big thank you to all 

students on the committee for your dedication and contribution.  A. Brooks 

‘’On behalf of everyone in Pieta, I would like to thank you sincerely for your very kind and wonderful 

support for the work of Pieta and your most recent generous donation of €1,255.43 received 

05/05/2021 regarding Lucan CC Skipathon Disco Fundraiser. We are forever grateful for your very 

kind thoughts, your support is so important to us’’. Dee hayden, Pieta. 

Geography Class Willow 1st years 
 

Ms. L. Quirke and Ms. Flanagan decided to introduce the 1st year 
students to the Universal for Design for learning principle of Action and 
Expression. After the students had completed the chapter about Soil 
rather than doing a written exam to assess student knowledge students 
were given a variety of options to display their 
knowledge. Some chose to create Kahoot 

quizzes while others created mind maps and posters about Soil and 
one student created a 3d model about soil structure. Students 
presented superb work and motivation levels were very high! Also, 
this approach was chosen by their teachers to help students learn 
how they learn best. 
 
A message from our SNA team 

Just a few words from the SNAs as we finish up what has 

been a very challenging year  for all of us. We want to take 

this opportunity to say thank  you to all the students for 

working so well all year and for their interaction with us  

during our online classes. It has been very challenging for 

you all to work by yourselves at home but I hope you know 

you were not alone, we were there for you every step of 

the way and always will be.  

We hope you enjoy your summer holidays and look 
forward to seeing you all next year,  
And as we say goodbye to all the  6th year students, we wish you all good luck for the future 
 
You’re off to great places 
Today is your day 
Your mountain is waiting 
So get on your way 
 
Happy Holidays 
Mary, Claire, Aisling, Annmarie, Deirdre, Carla, Celine, Anne, Mary and Alison.  
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Orla Dunne in first year has been selected 
as one of the final winners of the 
HERSTORY. 
F o u n d e d  i n  2 0 1 6 ,  t h e  H e r s t o r y  
m o v e m e n t  t e l l s  t h e  s t o r i e s  o f  
m o d e r n ,  h i s t o r i c ,  a n d  m y t h i c  
w o m e n .  
 
T h e  p r o j e c t  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  
R T E  a s k e d  s t u d e n t s  f r o m  a l l  
o v e r  I r e l a n d  t o  c r e a t e  p i e c e s  o f  
a r t w o r k  c e l e b r a t i n g  M I G R A N T  
w o m e n .  O r l a ’ s  w i n n i n g  e n t r y  
w i l l  b e  p r o j e c t e d  a t  n i g h t  o n t o  
I r i s h  L a n d m a r k  b u i l d i n g s  s u c h  
a s  T r i n i t y  C o l l e g e  a n d  
C h r i s t c h u r c h  C a t h e d r a l .  

 
TY Theatre 2021  

 

Written by Sarah McMahon & Meabh Egan  

 

This year was a challenging year to put together 

a school musical. Of course, we would have 

loved to have a normal musical on stage with 

costumes and makeup and so on but we had to 

make do with what we could under the 

circumstances we were in. We faced many obstacles while putting together our virtual show, for 

example, we could only have solo singers, all acting had to be recorded spaced apart and everyone 

had to wear face masks, but we made it work! We adapted to covid restrictions by recording some 

scenes through zoom and writing the script remotely during lockdown. We all showed resilience 

when we kept pushing our limits to get the show done. We are all so proud of what we were able 

to achieve against all odds and we think the show was a great success. Blood, sweat and tears 

went into this virtual show and we’re so grateful 

to Ms Geraghty and Ms Conway for their 

guidance and support and all their hard work and 

perseverance!! We couldn't have done it without 

you! Thanks for making it happen.  
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With thanks to all the students who took part, the production team, Ms Conway, Ms 

Geraghty and Ms Ennis, we got there in the end! 

 

 
 

SUMMER CONNECT PROJECT 

A huge thanks to students Meabh 

Egan , Jessica Power, Sarah Mahon, 

Alisha Guy, Natasha Roca, Clodagh 

McDonnell and teachers  Ms. Malone 

and Mr. Carey who worked in 

collaboration 

 with the DDLETB held  to raise 

awareness for Autism. It was held 

between the 17th and 21st May. The 

Highlights from LCC were; 

(1)Spin for Asiam. 
(2) TY Table quiz held on 
Friday 21st.  
                                    (3)A Year in 

the Life 
 

 We submitted our entry to DDLETB which includes 
some pictures and videos which illustrates our 
journey since last August 2020. The 
videos from each of the schools will was 
played live on Thursday 20th of May 
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One Good School 

Lucan Community College were selected to begin the Jigsaw “One Good 

School” pilot programme in September 2019. The programme is 

designed to offer students, staff and parents/guardians the opportunity 

to become more informed about their mental health. 

We are delighted to say that we have completed all of the initiatives 

required and will be awarded the One Good School award in September 2021. 

The activities were as follows; 

• Leadership training 
• Online self-care workshop for parents 
• Mental health workshop for 6th year students (2019) and an online workshop for current 5th 

and 6th year students around managing exam stress. 
• Staff took part in a self-care workshop, had access to a general information session on mental 

health and a webinar on managing anxiety in the classroom. 

Sincere thanks to the committee of staff, students and parents who were involved in the planning 

stages of the programme. A huge thanks also to Jigsaw Dublin South West for their guidance and 

support throughout the programme. 

We had to re-think some of the planned initiatives due to Covid-19 so it is huge achievement to have 

fully completed the programme. 

Lucan Community College will remain part of the One Good School initiative and we look forward to 

continuing this valuable work in the next academic year. 

 
 
Jerusalema School Dance  
 
This school year has been one like no other - we were in, we were out 
and then we were back in again! So, it was only right to mark this year 
in some way by showcasing the positive aspects of school life and 
involving our school community in this project. It was fantastic to see 
the joy and energy this brought and it was a special surprise for our 
wonderful 6th year leavers, whom we will miss and we wish them all 
the very best in their futures.  

With special thanks to Allan Nastin and David Griffin for all 
their hard work and support in helping me put this together. 
Thanks to all the students and staff who were involved. 
It was uplifting! 
Ms Geraghty  
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2nd year News 

Congratulations and well done to all 2nd year students on the completion of another very 

different year in Lucan CC. Students demonstrated resilience and determination, with 

fantastic attendance and engagement both remotely and in person.  

We are proud of all students’ achievements, under difficult circumstances and even though 

Covid restrictions curtailed many extra-curricular activities and events, we managed to 

celebrate some students’ fantastic achievements. 

 Éabha Mc Nally who won first place overall in the Mental Health Ireland Art competition 

Junior Cycle category. Prize was a 300 euro one-for-all voucher. 

Aoibhe Fleming who was awarded her International Soccer Cap 

Students enjoyed a TeamWorks activity day on Wednesday 27th May and it was a chance to 

have some fun with classmates and tutors. 

                                                 

On Thursday 28th May students had their mini awards in the afternoon followed by a well-

deserved ice-cream treat, provided by the school. Congratulations to all recipients of awards. 

It was an extremely close contest in many categories, such is the calibre of students in this 

year group. 

Thanks to parents for your continued support with 2nd years. We appreciate your involvement 

and work behind the scenes. 

Thank you to all teachers, SNAs and pastoral care team who have worked so hard with 2nd 

year students, during these difficult times. 

As students move on now, to 3rd year, please be aware that the booklist will be available 

shortly. Students should return in August with all books and materials and in full uniform. A 

reminder that extra piercings and unnatural hair colour is not acceptable and should be 

avoided in late Summer. 

We wish all 6th year students the best of luck in their exams and in their future dreams and 

plans. 

We hope all 2nd year students and their families will have a safe and healthy Summer and we 

look forward to seeing you again in the new school year. 

Genevieve Casey (Year Head) 
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Thank you- to our amazing staff and students for these wonderful contributions  

          J.Carey 

 

 


