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AAAAAALLLLLL ABOARD!!! 

Lucan Community College has signed up to become a “virtual crew member” of the next NASA 

Mars 2026 launch. The Mars Sample Return Campaign is an effort to bring samples of Martian 

rocks and soil back to Earth, where they can be investigated in unprecedented detail, using 

all the capabilities of terrestrial laboratories. 

As currently envisioned, the lander launches in 2026 and arrives at Mars in 2028. Once the 

samples are returned to Earth by 2031, scientists plan to conduct detailed chemical and 

physical analysis in laboratories around the world to look for signs of past life on Mars. 

If you would like to be a virtual crew member on this amazing mission. Click the link to 

generate your unique boarding pass. https://mars.nasa.gov/participate/send-your-

name/future . 

To find out more about Mars future missions , https://mars.nasa.gov/mars-

exploration/missions/mars-sample-return/  

By Ms A. Byrne 
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Student Council 

The Student Council has worked with 
management on many pressing issues 
on behalf of students for many years. 
Every year group is represented in each 
meeting. The most recent example of 
the work we have done, includes 
introducing trousers as an optional part 
of the girl's uniform and attending 
Regional Council for the Irish Second-
Level Student's Union. Through these 
challenging times, ‘we will work to 
make the school a better and safer 

place for the student body’. We meet 
fortnightly with our teacher representatives, Ms Mc Manus and Ms Mulhern. We are proud 
to continue the great work we have been doing and will shortly recruit new members for the 
year ahead.!" By David Wright 6th yr. 

 

 

Transition Year PE 

The TY Leisure Pursuits group are delighted to be taking part in a self-defence course. This is 

a 6 week course allowing students to develop new skills and confidence in key elements of 

self-defence. Students will receive a certificate of achievement at the end of the course and 

in some cases may receive a merit! We are thrilled to be able to offer this to our students at 

this time. They are really enjoying this new dynamic and challenging course. It is wonderful 

to see them learning in new ways. 

Emma Geraghty (Head of PE) 

 

  



 

STANDUP AWARENESS WEEK 16th-20th Nov. 

It is important that every child feels safe and happy 

in school and as teachers that's what matters to us 

all. Research has shown that 6-10% of any group of 

young people may be LGBT+ so it's likely some of 

our students will benefit from having this week in 

school! LCC is a warm, inclusive, support 

environment, this really matters so much for our young people. 

No one should ever feel alone. There are several events organised 

including table quiz, flag raising and awareness raising in tutor groups. Ms. McNeill 

On Monday Ms. Gibbons and I will facilitate a chill out room to promote wellbeing where 
students will be working on themed LGBT mindfulness colouring pages, making paper hearts 
and working on an art competition as they listen to some mindfulness music.  
On Tuesday Ms. Flanagan and Ms. Bolger are going to run a themed table quiz at lunch. 
On Wednesday the LGBT flag is being raised outside at 11am. The Student council and some 
staff will be attending. 
On Thursday myself and Ms. Kenny will be running a workshop around ‘being a good ally’. 
On Friday Ms. Carr is going to run a workshop on activism 101 and teach the students a cúpla 
focal. The winner of the art competition will be announced on this date! Ms. McNeill 

 
 
At the raising of the LGBTQ+ flag Ms. Birnie hoped 
that the focus of the week helped to educate us all 
and to reflect on whether or not we have any 
unconscious gender bias in our dealings with others. 
Do we assume that females like pink and girls play 
with dolls rather than Lego? Do we expect that 
different genders prefer different kinds of books, 
films, movies, clothes? Do we assume that certain 
school subjects are more suitable for one gender or 
that only one gender can follow a particular career 
path?  

 
She concluded by adding that this week is about 
supporting every member of our school community 
and helping us to challenge our conscience and 
unconscious biases and to support each other. 
 

Thanks to Ms McNeill and her team including Ms Gibbons, Ms. Flanagan, Ms. Bolger, Ms.Kenny, Ms. 

Carr and other staff and an enthusiastic and dedicated group of students who helped organise. 

 



 

 

 

3rd Year wellbeing and study programme 

All 3rd year students participated in a wellbeing and study 

online programme last Thursday. The purpose of this 

programme was to empower students to take good care 

of their physical health and mental well-being in the midst 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. Informed by the latest 

findings from positive psychology, this popular course 

hoped to leave students re-energised and equipped with 

new knowledge and skills to cope a little better with the 

demands of modern life, exams and 

adolescence.Students explored any concerns they had 

about this school year and how to handle these emotions. 

The importance of striking a healthy balance between work 



and play was underlined and the 

final part of the programme 

covered sleep, digital well-being 

and managing exam stress. 

Students were also invited to 

practise some relaxation 

techniques. 

 
Figure 2 Student feedback -exit pass 

evaluation of programme. 

 

Movember Teachers  

 The Movember Men at LCC just want to say a big thank you to all who have donated. So far they 

have raised over €2000 to promote men’s health. https://movember.com/t/lucan-community-

college?mc=1 

Thanks to Mr. JP Foley for organising.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

Figure 3. 1st years step-Friday 8.30 with Ms. 
Quirke and Ms. Dowling. 
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Figure 4he beautiful drawings by Class Cedar illustrating an Early Christian Monastery. Ms. Gallagher 
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