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Purpose of Tonight

ÅIntroduction to 

ïStructures

ïPolicies

ïProcedures

ïCurriculum

ïMajor business of the College:
ÅTeaching and Learning

In short: To confirm your choice 
of Lucan Community College 

for your son/daughter



Parent Information Night 

Agenda ïPart 1

ÅExplaining pack contents

ÅInspection reports on Lucan CC

ÅGluais team input

ÅResearch on role of parents in education

ÅMaking it work

ïBehaviour, attendance, punctuality, and 
other policies

ÅContacts for Parents

ÅParental Voluntary Contribution

ÅNew initiatives and practices including New 
Junior Cycle



Agenda Part 1 continued

ÅClass formation

ÅSubjects offered and Options Process

ÅReporting to parents

ÅExtracurricular Programme

ÅEnglish Language & Special Educational 
Needs

ÅEnrolment & Assessment Wednesday 
6th  February 2019, 12:20 to 4pm 
approx. in two separate slots 
(computerised assessments)

ïPreparation

ïOn the Day



Parent Information Night 

Agenda ïPart 2

ÅBrief Transition Period

ÅProgrammes offered

ÅMission and ethos

ÅHomework and study

ÅBoard of Management

ÅParents Association

ÅTimetable, Journal and School 
Calendar

ÅQuestions



Pack Contents
Å Student enrolment form

Å Data Protection Statement/Privacy notice

Å College Ethos and Code of Behaviour

Å Subject Information

Å Subject Option Information Sheet

Å Wellbeing & Junior Cycle Information Sheet

Å Advice from other parents and from school

Å Homework & Study Policy

Å Sample of Extra curricular activities

Å Uniform Details and Policy

Å Religious Education letter

Å Parents guide to child protection guidelines (Post-Primary) ï

New procedures and safeguarding statement come into 

operation from 11th March 2018

Å Locker Letter (Payment to be made electronically)

Å Information about assessment day



Gluais

ÅTeam of 5th years students

ÅFirst year transition

ÅLeadership Training

ÅBuilding relationships with 

students in first year

ÅOrganising first year events



An Impartial View of LCC

Teachers demonstrate a 

professional approach to 

their work and are caring 

of their students. 

There is a good sense of 

ownership across the 

school of all aspects of the

schoolôs work and a culture 

of distributed leadership is 

evident.

WSE-MLL report 2012; Follow through 

inspection 2014; French SIP 2018; See 

www.education.ie

Students demonstrated a sense of 

pride in their school. 

The active studentsô council, 

the Gluais team and the 

recently introduced prefects 

contribute to the empowering 

of students.

The overall quality of teaching 

and learning in lessons observed 

ranged from good to very good.

It is commendable 

that the full range of 

subjects and levels 

remains available to 

students in all bands 

and classes.

The school is commended 

for the quality of its 

engagements in the 

process of improvement.

Teachers are 

enthusiastic and 

reflective practitioners



Mission, Ethos and Aims

ÅThose parents already with us are 

familiar with our school policies 

already

ÅContained in your pack ïPart 2



ESRI research (Economic and Social Research Institute

Å Informal parental involvement (e.g. discuss educational 

decisions with your child) associated with improved exam 

performance

Å Involvement with school may be linked to parentsô 

experience of education

Å Choice of subjects and implications ïimportance of 

guidance and advice

Å Importance of ongoing communication ïmeetings, PTM, 

parents association, events

Lucan CC considers your involvement in your childôs 

education essential



Behaviour Policy in Action
ÅSchool Rules
ïPositive and practical

ïCertain items banned e.g. tippex, chewing 
gum, mobile phones*, cameras, laser pens, 
recording devices*, fizzy/energy drinks, 
smoking/vaping.

ïProcedures exist for safety, security, parent 
information and the law

ÅTeacher-student and student-student
interactions
ïRights & Responsibilities

ïRules

ïRewards and sanctions

ïAnti-bullying policy



Attendance and 

punctuality
ÅImportance of communication ïprior to 

or on day of absence and on return

ÅMorning registration; late registration

ÅEducational (Welfare) Act

üNational Education Welfare Board/Tusla

üIn-year reporting to parents and NEWB

üEnd of year reporting to parents and NEWB

ÅWhy?

üAchievement

üSequence in Learning: avoiding disruptions

üMemory and built-in class revision

üLegislation



Sample Uniform



List of Policies

Å School Self Evaluation 

report

Å Child Protection Policy

Å Enrolment policy

Å Code of Behaviour 

including Anti-bullying 

policy

Å Data Access & Protection

Å Attendance Strategies

Å Health and Safety

Å ICT

Å Substance Misuse

Å RSE/SPHE

Å Co-curricular policy

Å Inclusion (SEN) Policy

Å Critical Incident Policy

Å Assessment and Reporting

Å Staff/parent communication

Å Pastoral Care guidelines

Å Suspension and expulsion

Å Complaints procedure

Å Internet Acceptable Use 

Policy

New policies developed and existing policies updated regularly ïthe PA is 

your means of consulting on various policies and procedures



Contacts for Parents/Guardians

ÅTeacher Contacts
ïSubject teacher

ïTutor (Pastoral & minor discipline)

ïYear Head

ïYear management team

ÅThe Journal
ïRules

ïHomework

ïAdvice

ïNotes

ïRead nightly

ïSigned weekly

ÅThe Office
ïAbsences

ïAppointments

ïLost Property

ïForgotten items



Reporting on Progress

ÅTwice Yearly reports on academic and social 

progress in school year ïJan and June (On 

Vsware system)

ÅAnnual Parent Teacher Meeting (short 

conversation with subject teachers ïnot the 

place to be raising an issue of serious concern)

ÅWhere needed directly arranged individual 

teacher/tutor ïparent meeting/ Year Head ï

parent meeting

ÅReport by term on attendance where necessary 

(reports to NEWB/Tusla). Compulsory letters 

home.



Finances

Å DES, directly and through ETB, funds basic costs

Å Special extra projects, photocopying, communication with 
parents, extra-curricular programmes funded by parents 
through voluntary contribution scheme:

ïPayment per annum: ú180 for 1st child p.a., ú270 for 2 
children, ú320 for 3 children or more

Å 24-hour insurance of students (will be charged for separately)

Å Additional payments during the year to cover some costs ï
trips, lockers, arts week, charity fundraising, etc.

Å Transition Year additional ú400 fee and other additional costs 
as required

Å Moved to pay-online system for all payments

Å Thank you for your contribution. This adds to the range of 
facilities and resources that the school can provide.



WhatôsNew?

Å30+ years of Lucan CC

ÅJunior Cycle Programme ïrolling out

ÅICT ï100MB broadband, wireless technology, 

ICT grant, interactive whiteboards, VLEs etc.

ÅBuilding Plans ïongoing progress for extension 

and refurbishment

ÅSchool Self Evaluation ïfocussing on literacy, 

numeracy, student engagement in learning.

ÅEvolving communication with parents ïText 

messages, Email, Website, Vsware

(attendance, reports, timetable), Phone, 

Meetings 



New Junior Cycle

ÅPrinciples, Statements of Learning, Key 

Skills ïwww.juniorcycle.ie

Å10 subjects for Junior Cycle Assessment

ÅOther Learning Experiences (CSPE, PE, 

SPHE, Wellbeing)

ÅActive methodologies

ÅFocus in 1st year is on transition from 

primary, laying a good foundation for life-

long learning

ÅMore details at www.juniorcycle.ie





Junior Cycle Keywords 1

ÅCurrent DES plans are as follows:

ïStudents starting in 2019 will follow the new 

Junior Cycle specifications in all subjects:

Circular Letter 0015 /2017

ÅSEC: State Examinations Commission

ÅCBA: Classroom based assessment ï(2nd

year and 3rd year) - including oral tasks, written work of 

different types, practical or designing and making tasks, artistic 

performances, scientific experiments, projects or other suitable 

tasks, depending on the subject in question.



Junior Cycle keywords 2

ÅAssessment Task: Completed in class 

under supervision of teacher; based on learning 

outcomes from CBAs, assessed by SEC

ÅSLARs: Subject Learning and 

Assessment Review meetings. At 

these meetings, teachers will share and discuss 

representative samples of studentsô work and 

build a common understanding about the 

quality of their studentsô learning

ÅJCPA: Junior Cycle Profile of 

Achievement ïOfficial school certificate 

with exam results, CBAs and Other Learning 

Areas reported (during year following 3rd year)



Wellbeing - aspects



Wellbeing - indicators



Tips 1: Books/equipment

ÅName ïensure your childôs name is on 

everything: books, pencil case, clothes, folders

ÅBook and uniform sale in June/August ïdates will 

be circulated. Most books are now available online 

also (code inside) so students can access them 

when doing homework ïreduce weight of bag

ÅHelp your child to organise their equipment from 

the start ïpockets with books/copies for each 

subject; colour coded; PE bag; Home Ec ingreds; 

specialist equipment for some subjects.



Tips 2: Homework/Communication

ÅHomework ïdo it on the day when you get it!

ÅProjects ïdo not leave until the last minute, 

break up into sections and get it completed well 

before the deadline.

ÅText-messages ïplease ensure that we have an 

up to date contact number for one 

parent/guardian at all times so that we can 

contact you if needed

ÅCalendar ïkeep an eye on the calendar 

(posted/journal/google calendar/) to see early 

finishes or days when events are happening



Tips 3: Lunch/travel
Å1st to 3rd year students can stay in for lunch 

(packed lunch or use canteen) or go home for 

lunch. They cannot visit any shops or shopping 

centre areas.

ÅHealthy eating policy ïplease encourage 

students to eat nutritious lunches and snacks

ÅCycling ïwe encourage students to cycle but 

please ensure they wear a helmet and lock their 

bike securely

ÅCars ïthere is no room for parents to park on-

site during the school day and the front entrance 

is not a safe area for dropping/collecting 

students ïplease arrange to meet your child 

further away from the school entrance



Allocation to classes (1)

ÅJunior cycle operates with students 

being placed in two bands - in order to 

allow access to a wide range of subjects

ÅPlacement in bands is decided based on

ïResults of incoming assessment

ïConsultation with primary school teachers

ïInformation supplied by you at interview

ïSchool resources

ÅStudents in every class have access to 

subjects at every level and most classes 

operate on a mixed ability basis



Allocation to classes (2)

ÅBooklists for all class groups are the same 

(additional class texts may be used by teachers 

with some students or some classes where 

appropriate);

ÅDecisions on level of subject to be taken in 

Junior Cycle exam is decided late in 2nd year or 

in 3rd year;

ÅOur use of banding system is based on our 

belief that all students should have the same 

access to an excellent education no matter 

what base class they are in;

ÅGood practice reinforced by WSE-MLL report



Option subjects process



1st Year Subjects 2019:
ÅNon-choice subjects and Other Learning 

Experiences (OLEs)
ïGaeilge/Irish (for examination unless DES exempted)

ïEnglish, Maths

ïHistory, Geography

ïLanguage: French/ German

ïReligious Education

ïP.E., C.S.P.E., SPHE, Wellbeing

ÅOptions
ïAvailable options include: Art, Business Studies, 

Home Economics, Metalwork, Materials Tech. 
(Wood), Music, Science, Technical Graphics, and 
Applied Technology

Å Advice to Consider

ï www.ncca.ie - Open Evening

ï School booklet - Talk to others

http://www.ncca.ie/


Online Options process

ÅYou will receive a text message ïusername 

and password and link to vsware

ÅDemonstration video available

You will choose:

French  or German 

You will list 9 options subjects in order of 

preference.
Top priority must be placed at 

number 1 ïif your child would like to 

study science it must be placed at 

No 1.



Sample Of Timetabled Options

Line 1 Technical 

Graphics

Science Music Home 

Economics

Line 2 Applied 

Technology

Art Business 

studies

Science

Line 3 Metalwork Materials

Technology 

(wood)

Science Home 

Economics

How this effects your option choice



Health warning - options

ÅEvery effort is made to allocate students subjects 

based on their preferences

ÅDue to resource issues (size of classes, staff, 

specialist classrooms) it is not possible to give 

everyone their 1, 2, 3.

ÅEfforts made to balance options offered to ensure 

no one receives their bottom preference

ÅImportant that you reflect before deciding your 

preference on student interest and aptitude, 

possible career options and include relevant 

information with form

ÅProcess for addressing option issues upon start-up

ÅUse information provided by school, NCCA, 

www.juniorcycle.ie



Extra- and Co-Curricular

Programme
ÅSupported by staff volunteering and parent 

voluntary contribution

ÅSchool Tours (local/ international)

ÅStudent leadership: Gluais, Student council, 
Prefects

ÅKey Events (sample)

ÅSeachtain na Gaeilge (& Seomra na
Gaeilge)

ÅReading Week

ÅArts Week

ÅFrench/German events

ÅYoung Scientist/ Sci-Fest

ÅCharity events

ÅSporting activities and events



ÅArts Week Committee

ÅTransition Year Musical

ÅSchool Choir & Concerts

ÅETB Festival of Music

ÅChamber Choir

ÅFrench Film Club

ÅGaisce

ÅHistory Visits

ÅReading Week

ÅViolin classes

ÅAmnesty International 
(senior students)

ÅSeomra na Gaeilge / 
Seachtain na Gaeilge

ÅBusiness Quiz Team 

ÅSenior Debating Team

ÅJunior Debating Team

ÅYoung Scientist and 
SciFest

ÅSupervised Study (3rd & 
6th years) 

Activities in LCC 1 (sample)



Activities in LCC 2 (sample)

ÅBasketball

ÅGirlsô Rugby

ÅBoysô Rugby

ÅGaelic Football

ÅHurling

ÅCamogie

ÅGolf competitions

ÅBadminton

ÅSoccer

ÅHockey

ÅScratch 
programming club

ÅAthletics/Cross 
Country

ÅChess club

ÅGerman Exchange

ÅTY French Trip

ÅFundraising

ÅSchool 
Environment



Value of Co-curricular activities:

ÅPersonal development

ÅTeam-work

ÅSelf esteem and confidence

ÅBuilding relationships with staff

ÅMaking new friendships

ÅBroader educational experience

ÅLeadership opportunities

ÅSubject reinforcement


