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Purpose of Tonight

ÅIntroduction to 

ïStructures

ïPolicies

ïProcedures

ïCurriculum

ïMajor business of the College:
ÅTeaching and Learning

In short: To confirm your choice 
of Lucan Community College 

for your son/daughter



Parent Information Night 

Agenda ïPart 1

ÅExplaining pack contents

Å Inspection reports on Lucan CC

ÅGluais team input

ÅResearch on role of parents in education

ÅMaking it work

ïBehaviour, attendance, punctuality, and 
other policies

ÅContacts for Parents

ÅParental Voluntary Contribution

ÅNew initiatives and practices including New 
Junior Cycle



Agenda Part 1 continued

ÅClass formation

ÅSubjects offered and Options Process

ÅExtracurricular Programme

ÅEnglish Language & Special Educational 
Needs

ÅEnrolment & Assessment Wednesday 1st

February 2017, 12:20 to 4pm approx. in 
two separate slots (computerised 
assessments)

ïPreparation

ïOn the Day



Parent Information Night 

Agenda ïPart 2

ÅBrief Transition Period

ÅProgrammes offered

ÅMission and ethos

ÅHomework and study

ÅBoard of Management

ÅParents Association

ÅTimetable, Journal and School 
Calendar

ÅReporting to parents

ÅQuestions



Pack Contents

Å School Mission Statement

Å College Ethos and Code of Behaviour

Å Subject Information

Å Options form

Å NCCA Junior Cycle Information Sheet

Å Advice from other parents and from school

Å Homework & Study Policy

Å Extra curricular activities

Å Uniform Letter

Å Religious Education letter

Å Parents guide to child protection guidelines (Post-

Primary)

Å Locker Letter (Payment to be made electronically when 

system is set up ïyou will receive a text)

Å Information about assessment day



An Impartial View of LCC

Teachers demonstrate a 

professional approach to 

their work and are caring 

of their

students. 

There is a good sense of 

ownership across the 

school of all aspects of the

schoolôs work and a culture 

of distributed leadership is 

evident.

WSE-MLL report 2012; Follow 

through inspection 2014

Students demonstrated a sense of 

pride in their school. 

The active studentsô council, 

the Gluais team and the 

recently introduced prefects 

contribute to the empowering 

of students.

Overall, teaching and learning 

are solid, with examples of very 

good and innovative

practice apparent.

It is commendable 

that the full range of 

subjects and levels 

remains available to 

students in all bands 

and classes.

The school is commended 

for the quality of its 

engagements in the 

process of improvement.



Gluais

ÅTeam of 5th years students

ÅFirst year transition

ÅLeadership Training

ÅBuilding relationships with 

students in first year

ÅOrganising first year events



Mission, Ethos and Aims

ÅThose parents already with us are 

familiar with our school policies 

already

ÅContained in your pack ïPart 2



Å ESRI research

Å Informal parental involvement (e.g. discussion educational 

decisions with your child) associated with improved exam 

performance

Å Involvement with school may be linked to parents own 

experience of education

Å Choice of subjects and implications ïimportance of 

guidance and advice

Å Importance of ongoing communication ïmeetings, PTM, 

parents association, events

Å Lucan CC considers your involvement in your childôs 

education essential



Behaviour Policy in Action

ÅSchool Rules
ïPositive and practical

ïCertain items banned e.g. tippex, chewing 
gum, mobile phones, cameras, laser pens

ïProcedures exist for safety, security, parent 
information and the law

ÅTeacher-student and student-student
interactions
ïRights & Responsibilities

ïRules

ïRewards and sanctions

ïAnti-bullying policy



Attendance and 

punctuality
ÅImportance of communication ïday of 

absence and on return

ÅMorning registration; late registration

ÅEducational (Welfare) Act

üNational Education Welfare Board

üIn-year reporting to parents and NEWB

üEnd of year reporting to parents and NEWB

ÅWhy?

üAchievement

üSequence in Learning: avoiding disruptions

üMemory and built-in class revision

üLegislation



Sample Uniform



List of Policies

Å School Self Evaluation 

report

Å Child Protection Policy

Å Enrolment policy

Å Code of Behaviour 

including Anti-bullying 

policy

Å Data Protection

Å Attendance Strategies

Å Health and Safety

Å ICT

Å Substance Misuse

Å RSE/SPHE

Å Co-curricular policy

Å Inclusion (SEN) Policy

Å Critical Incident Policy

Å Assessment and Reporting

Å Staff/parent communication

Å Pastoral Care guidelines

Å Suspension and expulsion

Å Complaints procedure

Å Internet Acceptable Use 

Policy



Contacts for Parents/Guardians

ÅTeacher Contacts
ïSubject teacher

ïTutor (Pastoral & minor discipline)

ïYear Head

ïYear management team

ÅThe Journal
ïRules

ïHomework

ïAdvice

ïNotes

ïRead nightly

ïSigned weekly

ÅThe Office
ïAbsences

ïAppointments

ïLost Property

ïForgotten items



Parental Voluntary 

Contribution

Å DES, directly and through ETB, funds basic costs

Å Special extra projects, photocopying, communication with 
parents, extra-curricular programmes funded by parents 
through this scheme

Å Payment per annum (currently agreed): (currently under 
review)

ï ú150 for 1st child p.a., ú220 for 2 children, ú250 for 3 
children or more

ï Transition Year additional ú300 and other additional costs 
as required

ï Moved to pay-online system for all payments

Å Additional payments during the year to cover some costs ï
trips, lockers, arts week, charity fundraising, etc.

Å Thank you for your contribution. This adds to the range of 
facilities and resources that the school can provide.



WhatôsNew?

Å30 years of Lucan CC

ÅNew Junior Cycle ïEnglish, Science, Business 

Studies, Wellbeing and other changes

Å ICT ï100MB broadband, wireless technology, 

ICT grant

Å ICT ïinteractive whiteboards, VLEs etc.

ÅBuilding Plans

ÅLiteracy and Numeracy Strategy

ÅSchool Self Evaluation

ÅRolling out administrative access for parents 

using Vsware (attendance, reports, timetable)



New Junior Cycle

ÅPrinciples, Statements of Learning, Key 

Skills ïwww.juniorcycle.ie

Å10 subjects for Junior Cycle Exam

ÅOther Learning Experiences (CSPE, PE, 

SPHE, Wellbeing)

ÅActive methodologies

ÅFocus in 1st year is on transition from 

primary, laying a good foundation for life-

long learning

ÅMore details at www.juniorcycle.ie



Roll-Out of Junior Cycle 

Subjects

ÅThe roll-out timetable has been adjusted 

several times. Current Department plans 

are as follows:

ïStudents starting in 2017 will follow the new 

Junior Cycle specifications in: English, 

Science, Business Studies, Irish, Modern 

Languages, Art, craft and design and 

Wellbeing.

ïThe older Junior Certificate syllabuses will 

be followed in all other subjects.

Circular Letter 0024/2016



Allocation to classes (1)

ÅJunior cycle operates with students 

being placed in two bands of 3 classes 

each in order to allow access to a wide 

range of subjects

ÅPlacement in bands is decided based on

ïResults of incoming assessment

ïConsultation with primary school teachers

ïInformation supplied by you at interview

ïSchool resources

ÅStudents in every class have access to 

subjects at every level



Allocation to classes (2)

ÅBooklists for all class groups are the same with 

some additional class texts being used by 

teachers with some students or classes where 

appropriate or according to teacher preference;

ÅDecisions on level of subject to be taken in 

junior cert exam is decided late in 2nd year or in 

3rd year;

ÅOur use of banding system is based on our 

belief that all students have the same access to 

an excellent education no matter what base 

class they are in;

ÅGood practice reinforced by WSE-MLL report



Subjects at second level

Option subjects process



1st Year Subjects 2017:
ÅNon-choice subjects and Other Learning 

Experiences (OLEs)
ïGaeilge/Irish (for examination unless DES exempted)

ïEnglish, Maths

ïHistory, Geography

ïLanguage: French/ German

ïReligious Education

ïP.E., C.S.P.E., SPHE, Wellbeing

ÅOptions
ïAvailable options include: Art, Business Studies, 

Home Economics, Metalwork, Materials Tech. 
(Wood), Music, Science, Technical Graphics, and 
Technology

Å Advice to Consider

ï www.ncca.ie - Open Evening

ï School booklet - Talk to others

Å Completed options form to be brought to assessment day

http://www.ncca.ie/


Rank order format

ÅGive any special reason why you might wish 

your child to study one language as against 

another.

French  Ã German  Ã

Å In addition to the above, students study 3 

subjects from the following:

ÅART, BUSINESS STUDIES, HOME 

ECONOMICS, METALWORK, MATERIALS 

TECHNOLOGY(WOOD), MUSIC, SCIENCE, 

SPANISH**, TECHNICAL GRAPHICS, 

TECHNOLOGY

** N.B. We are merely surveying how many students would be interested in taking Spanish as 

an option subject. No guarantee can be made that Spanish will be offered next year.



Parent/guardian returns form at 

assessment day to interviewer

ÅPlease list these ten subjects in order of 

preference (starting with the one you would 

most like to do). 

1. __________________________

2. __________________________

3. __________________________

4. __________________________

5. __________________________

6. __________________________

7. __________________________

8. __________________________

9. __________________________

10. __________________________

Top priority 

must be 

placed at 

number 1



Sample completed option form

1. _Science______________________

2. _Business studies_______________

3. _Music _______________________

4. _Art___________________________

5. _Spanish**_____________________

6. _Technical Graphics _____________

7. _Materials Technology (Wood)______

8. _Technology_____________________

9. _Metalwork______________________

10._Home Economics________________

** N.B. We are merely surveying how many students would be interested in taking Spanish as 

an option subject. No guarantee can be made that Spanish will be offered next year.



Sample Of Timetabled Options

Line 1 Technical 

Graphics

Science Music Home 

Economics

Line 2 Technology Art Business 

studies

Science

Line 3 Metalwork Materials

Technology 

(wood)

Science Home 

Economics

How this effects your option choice



Health warning - options

ÅEvery effort is made to allocate students subjects 

based on their preferences

ÅDue to resource issues (size of classes, staff, 

specialist classrooms) it is not possible to give 

everyone their 1, 2, 3.

ÅEfforts made to balance options offered to ensure 

no one receives their bottom preference

Å Important that you reflect before deciding your 

preference on student interest and aptitude, 

possible career options and include relevant 

information with form

ÅProcess for addressing option issues upon start-up

ÅUse information provided by school, NCCA



Extra- and Co-Curricular

Programme
ÅSupported by staff volunteering and parent 

voluntary contribution

ÅSchool Tours (local/ international)

ÅStudent leadership: Gluais, Student council, 
Prefects

ÅKey Events

ÅSeachtain na Gaeilge (& Seomra na
Gaeilge)

ÅReading Week

ÅArts Week

ÅFrench film club/ French TY trip

ÅGerman Exchange/ German Debating

ÅYoung Scientist/ Sci-Fest

ÅCharity events



ÅArts Week Committee

ÅTransition Year Musical

ÅSchool Choir & Concerts

ÅETB Festival of Music

ÅChamber Choir

ÅFrench Film Club

ÅGaisce

ÅHistory Visits

ÅReading Week

ÅViolin classes

ÅAmnesty International 
(senior students)

ÅSeomra na Gaeilge / 
Seachtain na Gaeilge

ÅBusiness Quiz Team 

ÅSenior Debating Team

ÅJunior Debating Team

ÅYoung Scientist and 
SciFest

ÅSupervised Study (3rd & 
6th years) 

Activities in LCC 1



Activities in LCC 2

ÅBasketball

ÅGirlsô Rugby

ÅBoysô Rugby

ÅGaelic Football

ÅHurling

ÅCamogie

ÅGolf competitions

ÅBadminton

ÅSoccer

ÅHockey

ÅScratch 
programming club

ÅAthletics/Cross 
Country

ÅChess club

ÅGerman Exchange

ÅTY French Trip

ÅFundraising

ÅSchool 
Environment



Value of Co-curricular activities:

ÅPersonal development

ÅTeam-work

ÅSelf esteem and confidence

ÅBuilding relationships with staff

ÅMaking new friendships

ÅBroader educational experience

ÅLeadership opportunities

ÅSubject reinforcement



Inclusion: Students with English 

Language Education Needs

ÅPossibly eligible for special support:

ïApplicants whose first language is not 
English

ïApplicants who started school in 
Ireland after 11th birthday

ÅPlease indicate in writing to 
Principal via interviewing teacher on 
Assessment and interview day



Inclusion: Special 

Education Needs

ÅRemember!

In order to provide resources for your 

child if he or she has Special 

Educational Needs

ïWe need to know about that now

ïWe need you to work with us to 

ensure all supporting documentation 

(up to date!) is provided at interview

Resources donôt transfer automatically 

from primary.



Tests & Interview Wed 1st 

February January 2017
ÁApproximate Time for students (letter will confirm 

times):

Á12.20 ï2pm

Á2.05pm to 3.45pm

ÁAssessments include: Gaeilge, Maths, English

ÁWhat Materials: None ïall provided

ÁAny short breaks will be in or beside the room 

where testing is being done

ïStudents can bring a small drink or snack

ïExcellent behaviour is expected

ÁParent/Guardian Meeting

ïTime/ Venue will be posted to you

ïDocumentation etc. to bring

ÅTour of school for students in May by Gluais team



Transition



Your Child and the Next Six Years

ÅJunior Cycle Years 1 ï3

ÅCompulsory Transition Year 4th

year 

ÅLeaving Certificate Applied 5th/6th

ÅLeaving Certificate Vocational 

Programme 5th/6th

ÅLeaving Certificate (established) 

5th/6th



Lucan C.C. Ethos:

A College for the Community
ÅAontas/Unity

ÅCo-educational
ïCurricular subjects

ïExtra curricular and leadership opportunities

ÅMulti-Denominational
ïApproach to Religious Education

ÅComprehensive
ïBroad educational experience

ïMutual Respect

ï Inter-cultural

Å Inclusive
ïSpecial Needs across the spectrum

ïAppropriate Challenges and Supports



Lucan C.C. Ethos
A Community in the College



Lucan C.C. Ethos
Emphasis of Action

ïPreparing well for examinations, for 

lifelong learning (teaching & learning), 

and for the personal, social and 

leisure needs of the 21st Century

ïCaring well (for individual & 

community)

ïSharing meaningfully between 

members of the school community: 

cooperation versus competition

ïDaring (to achieve highest standards 

of excellence)



Lucan C.C. Mission Statement

Åan active learning community with sound 
educational principles, where each person is 
valued and respected for who they are. 

Åcollaboration, promotion of equality and 
tolerance as preparation for life and 
involvement in society.

Å free and fair education through broad, 
balanced yet diverse curricular and co-
curricular activities endeavouring to meet 
the needs of all. 

Åcommitment through participation, coupled 
with the promotion of honesty, integrity, 
self-discipline and self-worth in everything 
we do, so that the full potential of all is 
developed.



Homework and 

Study

Homework policy included

in pack

Stages of policy:

1. Getting it done

2. Understanding

3. Correcting homework

4. Taking notes

5. Studying

6. Revision
Supported by year management team and supervised study 

(3rd & 6th year only)

Implemented by student, teacher and parent



LCC Board of Management 1

ÅñThe board of management has adopted a 

significant and proactive role in leadership of the 

school. Members have received training and the 

board has demonstrated a high awareness of its 

statutory obligations.ò WSE-MLL report

ÅChair:  currently Cllr. William Lavelle

Å3 Members of ETB

Å2 Parents (1 male, 1 female)

Å2 Teachers

Å1 Representative of Catholic Archdiocese

Å1 Representative of the Reformed Churches in 
Lucan



LCC Board of Management 2

ÅFunctions

ïTo oversee management, 
maintenance and development of the 
College building

ïTo oversee funding and expenditure 
of the College

ïTo act as first point of appeal from 
decisions of the Principal, in case of 
dispute

ïTo ensure that relevant policies are 
established and maintained in 
accordance with legal provisions



Parents Association/ 

Committee

ÅAll parents are members of Association

ÅAGM elects representative Committee

ÅCurrent priorities

ÅPass on issues of concern to parents as a body in 

dealings with Principal/ school;

ÅFundraising ideas and developing a calendar of 

fundraising events;

ÅInvolving more parents in the PA;

ÅApplying appropriate pressure to ensure that the 

Extension process proceeds speedily;

ÅConsulting on policies that are reviewed by the 

school;

ÅDebs for students after graduation



Timetable (current)
Time Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri

9:00-9:05 Pastoral 

Care

Pastoral 

Care

Pastoral 

Care

Pastoral 

Care

Pastoral 

Care

9:05-9:45 English Business St Science French Woodwork

9:45-10:25 Maths Business St Science Geography Woodwork

10:25-10:35 Break Break Break Break Break

10:35-11:15 Irish P.E. English CSPE French

11:15-11:55 French P.E. Woodwork History Maths

11:55-12:35 Science R.E. Woodwork Maths Business St

12:35-1:10 

(35) Science French History SPHE Business St

1:10-2:00 

(50) Lunch Lunch Lunch Lunch

2:00-2:40 R.E. History English Irish

2:40-3:20 Geography Maths Irish English

3:20-4:00 History Irish RE French



Journal Sample


